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Dear GOS Members, 

What kind of newsletter does one 
write for a year such as this?  I could 
choose some oft quoted utterance 
from an inspiration character in history.  “We 
have nothing to fear but fear itself… and of 
course a microparticle that has pretty much 
changed the way we live and how we practice 
medicine”.  Perhaps we could invoke Little 
Orphan Annie and all join in a rousing rendition 
of “The Sun’ll Come Out Tomorrow….and 
we’ll all watch it through face shields.”  Ok, 
how about, “When the going gets tough, the 
tough put on a mask.”  I have no idea but 
what I do know is that I should be writing 
about the wonderful GOS meeting about to 
happen in Sea Island and to mention that our 
speakers this year are from Nascar and the NFL 
along with a host of informative lectures on a 
host of relevant topics.  Instead, I find myself 
questioning whether shaking hands, eating in a 
cozy restaurant, or attending a live conference is 
in the cards.  It’s the fall for heavens sake and if 
I don’t find my keister in the stands of a raucous 
stadium on a beautiful fall day with a hotdog in 
one hand and my other arm around one of my 
children or Susan, I’m not sure I am going to 
make it another year.

But there are some things of which I 
am sure.  First, we are in the greatest 
profession that anyone could 
ever have, and we are fortunate 
to be here.  We have all climbed 

a mountain to be here and the view although 
sometimes obscured with clouds, is still as good as 
it gets, and we have much for which to be thankful.  
As some of you know, I love to read history.  
Military, political, medical, scientific, and religious 
history all give me perspective on the world around 
me and help guide my steps forward.  Whenever 
I wonder what is best path to take, it is assured 
that someone in history faced the same dilemma 
and in reading about their choices and outcomes, 
you gain a wealth of “good advice”. Throughout 
nearly every book I have read in the past 50 years 
on such things, there is a common theme that I 
would share with you all.  First, there has never 
been anyone who did not find themselves in a bad 
way.  Second, there are few remedies for a difficult 
or untimely situation that are more effective than 
work and service to others.  We as orthopedic 
surgeons and members of the best society of 
orthopedic surgeons in the country, are uniquely 
qualified to do just that.  The board of directors at 
GOS have continued to work for our profession 

A Note to the GOS Membership

Steven M. Kane, M.D.
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as hard as any year past.  We have met with every one of your 
legislators in the past two months to advocate for improvements 
in billing, patient access and quality of life for the orthopedic 
surgeons of Georgia.  Your membership and continued support 
of the society are integral in seeing that those goals are met.  
Additionally, even with the cancellation of the annual meeting, 
the board has gone to great lengths to provide our members an 
online CME meeting that you can still watch from the comfort 
and safety of your homes at a time that is convenient for you.  I 
encourage you to register and participate in that podcast.  

Finally, I encourage every member of GOS, in addition to 
providing your usual wonderful care to your patients, to find a 
time or a venue in which to provide service to those who have 
been hardest hit by this pandemic.  Be it through service at your 
church, synagogue, mosque, civic center, academic institution or 

simply through monetary support or assistance to whomever you 
find in need, speaks volumes as to the character and fortitude of 
who we are as a group. 

Continued from Page 1

Steven M. Kane, M.D. 
GOS President (Oct. 2019 – Oct. 2020)
Chairman, Atlanta Medical Center 
Orthopedic Residency.

Coronavirus has impacted practically everything we do as 
orthopaedic surgeons. One of our most important duties is 
advocacy on behalf of our patients. Every year, the American 
Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons has met in Washington, DC 
for the National Orthopaedic Leadership Conference to advocate 
for patients and orthopaedic surgeons alike on Capitol Hill – 
except this year. Meeting in person was simply not possible, 
but a bold plan was created by our beloved GOS past-president 
Danny Guy, who just so happens to also be current AAOS 1st 
vice president. AAOS called for state orthopaedic societies and 
BOC reps to set up “In-district” virtual meetings with members 
of Congress and the Senate. GOS rose to the task, coordinated 
by your BOC reps, Liz Neary, Sarah Moran, and GOS Lobbyist 
Don Bolia. GOS volunteers spearheaded the meetings – thanks 
to GOS leads: Drs. Steve Kane, Jeff Smith, Jim Barber, Steve 
McCollam, Brad Bushnell, Wendell Duncan, Gary Stewart, 

REPORT FROM  

THE GOS AAOS BOARD OF COUNCILORS

Doug Lundy, Lee McCluskey, Danny Guy, Todd Schmidt, Jill 
Flanagan, Snehal Dalal, and Hal Silcox, along with many other 
GOS members. We were able to meet with almost every elected 
official, and we focused attention on four problems for our 
patients: COVID liability, POH limitations, prior authorization, 
and CMS reimbursement cuts. Many members of Congress were 
very receptive to our concerns and pledged support for these 
important issues.

Advocacy for our patients remains a crucial function of GOS and 
AAOS. Thank you for your PAC support and your willingness to 
answer the call when we need your voice!

Respectfully Submitted,

J. Wendell Duncan, MD, FAAOS 
Leland McCluskey, MD, FAAOS 
Jim Barber, MD, FAAOS
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2020 GOS JAMES FUNK, M.D., DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
AWARD WINNER

Senator Preston Smith (2005) 
Dr. Frank Kelly (2006) 
Dr. Skoot Dimon (2007) 
Dr. George Wright (2008),
Dr. Thomas E. Whitesides (2009) 
Senator Greg Goggans (2010) 
Dr. Edward Loughlin (2011) 
Dr. Robert Wells (2012) 

Dr. John C. Garrett (2013) 
Dr. James W. Scott (2014).
Congressman Tom Price, M.D. (2015) 
Howard A. McMahan, M.D., Major General Ret. USAF (2016)  
David F. Apple, Jr., M.D. (2017) 
Senator Kay Kirkpatrick, M.D. (2018) 
Charles N. Hubbard, M.D. (2019)

 F. James Funk Award Winner Stephen M. McCollam, M.D.
The winner of this year’s F. James Funk Humanitarian Service 
Award is Dr. Steve McCollam from Peachtree Orthopedics in 
Atlanta.  Steve is being honored for his career-long devotion 
to providing healthcare to the underserved population of Haiti. 
He has been going to Haiti on a regular basis for the past 30 
years and has been instrumental in sustaining and improving 
orthopedic care offered at Hopital Albert Schweitzer (HAS) in 
Dechapelle, Haiti. 

Steve joined Peachtree Orthopaedic Clinic in 1989 and began 
traveling to Haiti in 1990 with Bob Wells. He has helped bring 
a new generation of physicians on board to sustain this activity 
by actively recruiting physicians from Peachtree Orthopaedic 
Clinic as well as many other groups throughout the state and 
mentored them in the challenging task of providing medical 
care in a third world environment. Through his enthusiasm and 
compassion, he convinced a multitude of orthopedic surgeons to 
leave their families and practices and go to an often hostile and 
sometimes dangerous third world nation to take care of problems 
that they had never seen before with equipment that was sorely 
lacking. These medical missions have been coupled with efforts 
in fundraising and equipment procurement here in Atlanta to 
further support the success of these trips. He arranged for Dr. 
Kay Wilkins, a renowned pediatric orthopaedic specialist, to visit 
HAS and teach the Ponsetti method of club foot management 
that has revolutionized care of this common problem in 
Dechapelle. 

At no time, however, was Dr. McCollam’s selfless dedication 
better witnessed than during the terrible earthquake which 
struck Haiti on January 12, 2010. Working with Dr. John David 

Mullins, a plastic surgeon at Piedmont Hospital who is also an 
Air Force Reserve Flight Surgeon, Steve secured a private twin 
engine airplane to fly to Haiti and land at Cap Haitian on the 
north shore distant from Port-au-Prince. He made multiple 
phone calls and secured supplies from various orthopedic 
companies as well as Kennistone Hospital and Piedmont 
Hospital including $10,000 cash donation. He rounded up a 
group of surgeons and nurses from these hospitals on a moment’s 
notice and packed them all into a plane completely surrounded 
by medical supplies including sorely needed antibiotics and pain 
medications. HAS is equipped to manage 80 in-patients and 
the scene which awaited Dr. McCollam’s team was something 
out of Gone With the Wind with over 500 injured patients 
lying on the ground on mats shoulder to shoulder on every 
square inch of ground around the hospital and in the courtyard. 
It was an immediate triage scenario and Dr. McCollam was 
responsible to make care decisions and maximize the benefit 
they could bring to this devastating situation.  Many difficult 
decisions were required, and he made them utilizing his team 
to its greatest potential. Steve’s leadership was outstanding, 
and the results realized were only possible due to his and his 
team’s tireless efforts and selflessness in the face of a terrible 
disaster. Dr. Stephen McCollam stands as a role model for 
orthopaedic surgeons in Georgia and indeed around the world. 
His compassion, zeal, devotion and generosity have led to an 
unimaginable improvement in the lives of so many through his 
direct work at HAS and his success in relaying his vision to so 
many other fellow orthopaedic surgeons.

Dr. McCollam is a 1982 graduate of Tulane Medical School and 

The Georgia Orthopaedic Society James Funk, M.D. Distinguished Service Award is nominated by the membership  
and is presented to one who has contributed significantly to improving the practice of orthopaedic surgery.  

Previous winners are: 

Continued on Page 4
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completed his orthopedic residency at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center, San Antonio, Texas in 1987 followed 
by fellowships at St. Vincent’s Hand and Microvascular Surgery, 
Indianapolis, Indiana and an AO international fellowship 
in Berne, Switzerland.  He has been a member of Peachtree 
Orthopedics since 1988 and has served on the staff of Piedmont 
Atlanta Hospital since that time.  He has served on multiple 
committees for the AAOS and currently serves as Chairman 
of the joint BOC/BOS Resolutions Committee.  He has been 

very active on multiple committees for the American Society 
for Surgery of the Hand and is a Past President of the Georgia 
Orthopedic Society, Georgia Society for Surgery of the Hand 
and Peachtree Orthopedics.  He and his wife Kim are newly 
minted “Empty Nesters” in Atlanta and have 3 lovely daughters, 
Grace, Clara and Ellie.  Despite his busy schedule he still has the 
energy and courage to don the Speedo and participate in Masters 
Swimming regularly.

 Xavier A. Duralde, MD

GOS James Funk, MD 2020 Award 
Recipient - Stephen M. McCollam, 
M.D. pictured with (on left)  
GOS Past-President,  
Xavier A. Duralde, M.D. and GOS 
Public Relations Chairman,  
Walter B. McClelland, M.D. (right)

Continued from Page 3
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Dear GOS Member,
The 2020 GOS Virtual Annual Meeting is now available on 
the GOS website.  We have a fantastic line up of speakers 
and the meeting has been certified for 10 AMA PRA Category 
1 Credits™.
Please know, all talks have been pre-recorded and will be 
available to view until December 31st.  This is NOT a live 
meeting.  In order to participate in the meeting, you must 
register!!  You can register HERE. Registration Cost: 
Members are Free! GOS Non-Member $25.00

2020 GOS Virtual Annual Meeting Agenda:

If you need to reset your password you can do so here: https://
www.georgiaorthosociety.com/Sys/ResetPasswordRequest
Feel free to forward this invitation to your colleagues!
For further information please contact: 
Liz Neary, GOS Executive Director, at (478) 474-2754 
Email: lnearygos@gmail.com 

GOS VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING

TITLE SPEAKER
STATE, NATIONAL, AND INTERNATIONAL UPDATES
AAOS 2020 Presidential Update Joe Bosco, MD
MAG and GOS PAC Update - Advocacy on Orthopedic Issues Don Bolia/Don Palmisano
Haiti - Orthopedic Care Ten Years After the Earthquake Steve McCollam, MD
RESIDENT RESEARCH COMPETITION
1st Place:  Capsular Management in Direct Anterior Total Hip Arthroplasty: A 

Randomized, Single Blind, Controlled Trial 
Rahul Goel, MD

2nd Place:  Biomechanical Evaluation of Scapholunate Reconstruction 
Technique

Thomas Neustein, MD

3rd Place:  Anterior Revision Total Hip Arthroplasty is Associated with 
Increased Postoperative Wound Complications Compared to 
Posterior Revision Surgery

Gregory Kurkis, MD

BASEBALL MEDICINE SYMPOSIUM
Ulnar Collateral Ligament Reconstruction in Professional Baseball Players Tim Griffith, MD
Visual Acuity Testing and Its Impact on Baseball Batting Statistics Steve Kane, MD
Shoulder Pain in Pitchers: What Breaks Down and Why Xavier Duralde, MD
GUEST SPEAKER TALKS
GSSH GUEST SPEAKER TALK:  
William Stewart Halstead: His Genius, Courage, and Impairment

Waldo Floyd, MD

GOS PRESIDENTIAL GUEST SPEAKER TALK  
Orthopedic Care of Professional Football Athletes

Pat Connor, MD

Racing Safety and Medical Care: What have we learned in since 2001 through 
Research and Innovation?

William Heisel, PA-C

BUNION SYMPOSIUM
Minimally Invasive Chevron-Akin procedure for Hallux Valgus Erroll Bailey, MD
Lapidus Procedure for Bunion Correction Collier Watson, DO
MTP Fusion and Other Options for Bunion Correction Lee McCluskey, MD
SPINE SESSIONS
Basics of Sagittal Spinal Alignment and Reconstruction Doug Kasow, DO
The Effect of Intra-Operative Methadone on Post-Operative Pain Control for 
Posterior Spinal Fusion for Adolescent Idopathic Scoliosis

Joshua Murphy, MD

Continued on Page 6

https://georgiaorthosociety.wildapricot.org
https://www.georgiaorthosociety.com/Sys/ResetPasswordRequest 
https://www.georgiaorthosociety.com/Sys/ResetPasswordRequest 
mailto:lnearygos%40gmail.com?subject=
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SHOULDER SESSIONS
Transosseous Rotator Cuff Repair (with Video) Nick Capito, MD
Shoulder Arthroplasty - Tips and Tricks Snehal Dalal, MD
Pediatric Shoulder Fractures Cliff Willimon, MD
On/Off Track Shoulder Instability Crystal Perkins, MD
Patient-Specific Instrumentation in Total Shoulder Replacement Mark Floyd, MD
OVERVIEW SESSIONS
What's New in ACL Surgery Rob Willson, MD
Unplanned Sarcoma Resections:  "Whoops Procedures" and  
Tips on How to Avoid

Kelly Homlar, MD

Outpatient Total Joint Arthroplasty Tom Bradbury, MD
The "White Fences" Experience in Outpatient Surgery Jason Hurst, MD
TRAUMA, HIP, AND GENERAL TALKS
Early Clinical Outcomes with Stimulan Placement Dan Schlatterer, DO
Hip Microinstability Dominic Carreira, MD
Tranexamic Acid in Hip Fracture Surgery Mark Floyd, MD
Telemedicine: COVID Lessons and Its Future In Orthopedics Paul Jeffords, MD
Emotional Intelligence Is Associated with Decreased Burnout and Increased 
Professional Fulfillment in Clinical Year Med Students

Thomas Moore, MD

Continued from Page 5

Jerad Allen, M.D., Atlanta

Melissa Allen, M.D., Augusta

Jason Alexander Brustein, D.O., Peachtree City

Cory A. Bryan, M.D., North Augusta

Jay B. Cook, M.D., Jesup

John DeVine, M.D., Evans

Ruben Diaz, M.D., Snellville

Eric Gordon, M.D., Athens

David A, Goss, Jr., D.O., Dalton

Garland Keith Gudger, M.D., Columbus

Katelyn Harrison, M.D., Decatur

Richard Herman, M.D., Carrollton

Roberto C. Hernandez-Irizarry, M.D., Atlanta

Travis Littleton, M.D., Atlanta

Andrew H. Milby, M.D., Atlanta

Uzoma Nwakibu, M.D., Atlanta

Anuj Patel, M.D., Hiram

Sierra Green Phillips, M.D., Marietta

Shomari Ruffin, M.D., Hiram

Domenic Scalamogna, M.D., Hiram

George Sich, M.D., Hiram

Keerat Singh, M.D., Hiram

Jacob Stirton, M.D., Blairsville

Benjamin Collier Watson, D.O., Columbus

GOS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Welcome
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TIER I EXHIBITORS
DePuy Synthes

  
Darin O’Tuel 
dotuel@its.jnj.com 
508-880-8100

DePuy Synthes, part of the Johnson & Johnson 
Medical Devices Companies, provides one of the most 
comprehensive orthopaedics portfolios in the world. 
DePuy Synthes solutions, in specialties including joint 
reconstruction, trauma, craniomaxillofacial, spinal 
surgery and sports medicine, are designed to advance 
patient care while delivering clinical and economic 
value to health care systems worldwide. As we 
celebrate 125 years of innovation, our commitment is 
to keep people moving.

Smith & Nephew
 
Bob McGlamery or Karla Hines 
Bob.McGlamery@smith-nephew.com 
Karla.Hines@smith-nephew.com

Manufacturer/Distributor of Medical Devices/
Implants & Instruments (Reconstructive, Trauma, 
Sports Medicine)

United Orthopedics
 
Karen Carter 
kcarter@unitedorthollc.com 
770-541-0100

United Orthopedics, Veritas Surgical Solutions and 
Team 1are the Arthrex Distributor’s for the state 
of Georgia. As independent regional distributors 
authorized to sell Arthrex products we work with 
surgeons and healthcare professionals to help treat 
their patients better. Arthrex is a world-class leader in 
the orthopedic industry.

TIER II EXHIBITORS
Acumed

Greg Broms 
gregbroms@comcast.net

Distributor of orthopedic devices

Biocomposites
 
americas@biocomposites.com

At Biocomposites, we are distinct in that our team of 
specialists is singularly focused on the development of 
innovative calcium compounds for surgical use. Our 
innovative products are at the forefront of calcium 
technology and range from bone grafts to matrices that 
can be used in the presence of infection. We are proud 
to be driving improved outcomes across a wide range 
of clinical applications, in musculoskeletal infection, 
trauma, spine and sports injuries, for surgeons and 
patients alike.

Catalyst OrthoScience

Bob Jacobs 
239-325-9976

The Catalyst CSR Shoulder System is a canal-sparing, 
bone-preserving total shoulder replacement designed 
to allow surgeons to accurately restore normal shoulder 
anatomy to a new level of consistency and precision. 
This is done primarily in two ways: 1) designing 
a novel implant that replicates the non-spherical 
shape of the humerus and 2) utilizing patented 
new instruments designed to position the implant 
to replicate the native joint line. In addition, the 
instruments simplify the most difficult steps of the 
operation and streamline the surgical procedure.

THE GEORGIA ORTHOPAEDIC SOCIETY WOULD LIKE TO  
THANK THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF 

THE 2020 VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING

https://www.jnjmedicaldevices.com/en-US/companies/depuy-synthes
mailto:dotuel%40its.jnj.com?subject=
https://www.smith-nephew.com
mailto:Bob.McGlamery%40smith-nephew.com?subject=
mailto:Karla.Hines%40smith-nephew.com?subject=
https://www.smith-nephew.com
https://www.arthrex.com/distributors/united-orthopedics
mailto:kcarter%40unitedorthollc.com?subject=
https://www.arthrex.com/distributors/united-orthopedics
https://www.acumed.net
mailto:gregbroms%40comcast.net?subject=
https://www.acumed.net
https://www.biocomposites.com
mailto:americas%40biocomposites.com?subject=
https://www.biocomposites.com
https://www.catalystortho.com
https://www.catalystortho.com
https://www.jnjmedicaldevices.com/en-US/companies/depuy-synthes
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CBIZ

Nelson Guzman, CIC, CRM  
nguzman@cbiz.com 
404-791-8822

CBIZ offers a GOS Malpractice Discount of up to 
25% for qualified members willing to complete risk 
management. Claim Free GOS members may also 
be eligible for an additional 25% discount in claim 
free credit. CBIZ Insurance Services has over 30 
years of experience helping physician practices find 
the best Medical Malpractice Insurance coverage at 
the lowest premium possible. We represent multiple 
insurance carriers, allowing us the flexibility to provide 
the best value. Please click on our logo for your GOS 
discounted quote.

EMG Solutions
 
Quinn Millington 
quinn@emgsolutions.com 
334-224-1239

EMG Solutions partners with hospitals and clinics 
to provide high quality electrodiagnostic studies 
in-house. Scheduling is hassle-free and reports are 
read and returned within 24 hours. EMG Solutions 
currently works with many large, medium and small 
orthopaedic and specialty practices in Georgia, 
Alabama, Tennessee and Kentucky. This solution 
allows physician practices and hospitals to control 
patient flow and generate additional in-house revenue.

MAG Mutual For nearly four decades, MagMutual has been a 
leading provider of medical professional liability 
insurance. Today, we deliver comprehensive coverage 
for the practice, business and regulation of medicine 
to more than 30,000 physicians and healthcare 
organizations nationwide. Our focus on innovation 
enables us to provide exceptional service, extensive 
support and financial benefits that result in improved 
outcomes and stronger PolicyOwnersTM.

NuVasive
 
Jeff Blumenthal  
jblumenthal@nuvasive.com

NuVasive is the leader in spine technology innovation, 
focused on transforming spine surgery and beyond 
with minimally disruptive, procedurally integrated 
solutions designed to deliver reproducible and 
clinically-proven surgical outcomes. The Company’s 
portfolio includes access instruments, implantable 
hardware, biologics, software systems for surgical 
planning, navigation and imaging solutions, 
magnetically adjustable implant systems for spine and 
orthopedics, and intraoperative monitoring service 
offerings. For more information, please visit www.
nuvasive.com

Wright Medical
 
Donnie Durham 
donnie.durham@wright.com

Wright Medical Group N.V. is a global medical 
device company focused on extremities and biologics 
products. The company is committed to delivering 
innovative, value-added solutions improving the 
quality of life for patients worldwide. Wright is a 
recognized leader of surgical solutions for the upper 
extremities (shoulder, elbow, wrist and hand), lower 
extremities (foot and ankle) and biologics markets, 
three of the fastest growing segments in orthopaedics.

Zimmer Biomet Founded in 1927 and headquartered in Warsaw, 
Indiana, Zimmer Biomet is a global leader in 
musculoskeletal healthcare.  We design, manufacture 
and market orthopaedic reconstructive products; sports 
medicine, biologics, extremities and trauma products.

https://www.cbiz.com
mailto:nguzman%40cbiz.com?subject=
https://www.cbiz.com
https://emgsolutions.com
mailto:quinn%40emgsolutions.com?subject=
https://emgsolutions.com
https://www.magmutual.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjw_sn8BRBrEiwAnUGJDmVXC4j8Sc0L6ZxxqGjNCa2nPs-T8mlyD-oR2unkXxVUIN7PmdCz6RoCSYoQAvD_BwE
https://www.magmutual.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjw_sn8BRBrEiwAnUGJDmVXC4j8Sc0L6ZxxqGjNCa2nPs-T8mlyD-oR2unkXxVUIN7PmdCz6RoCSYoQAvD_BwE
https://www.nuvasive.com
mailto:jblumenthal%40nuvasive.com?subject=
https://www.nuvasive.com
https://www.wright.com
mailto:donnie.durham%40wright.com?subject=
https://www.wright.com
https://www.zimmerbiomet.com
https://www.zimmerbiomet.com
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Eclipse Implant Stemmed Prosthesis

Patient Evaluation for Overall Quality of Life and Function2

Visit

Baseline Month 3 Month 6 Month 12 Month 24

 ■ Only canal-sparing anatomic humeral implant  
 with peer-reviewed, long-term follow-up

 ■ No humeral loosening observed at mean follow-up  
 of 11 years (105-157 months)1

 ■ Proprietary screw fixation shows reduced medial calcar   
 osteolysis when compared to impaction-type designs2

 ■ Implant design compatible with robust double-row  
 subscapularis repair

Cohort A
Eclipse™ Implant  

Featuring Unique  
Cage-Screw Fixation

Cohort B
Stemless Implant With  

Conventional Impaction 
Fixation

N 18 21

Mean age (years) 66.7 67.4

Mean follow-up (months) 42.2 months (range 24-72) 36.3 months (range 24-48)

Medial calcar osteolysis 0/18 7/21

Compared Data Between Cohorts A and B2
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Suture Anchor

You don’t stop  
at great  

 neither  
do we
There’s nothing more vital than health. It is our 
commitment to design technology that takes the 
limits off living. Because when you restore the 
body, you restore the whole person. Anything is 
possible when you live a life unlimited.

See our complete portfolio at smith-nephew.com
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OUR COMMUNITY.  
OUR COMPANY.
Working Together to 
Keep People Moving
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